Town of Shandaken, NY CAC minutes for March 16, 2026 (BearWise)

Members present: Beth Waterman, Maya Lilly, Karen Lee, Phil Mansfield, Nicole Caputo, Catherine del Tufo

6:30 pm Pledge of Allegiance
February minutes approved by N Caputo and seconded by K Lee
A sign in sheet was circulated for attending community members.

Announcements: April (20) meeting will host UCRRA (recycling info session)

Main Event
B Waterman introduces John Milo, NYSDEC Wildlife Biologist for Region 3 black bear program. (Region 3 Has the largest population of black bear in NYS)
He is speaking tonight to introduce the BearWise program to the town of Shandaken. BearWise is a “Community Management program for reducing Bear Conflict”.  It is a national education and outreach program.  
The content of his talk begins with the concepts of “Real Good” actions vs “Feel Good” actions, i.e. discouraging bears, under all circumstances, to avoid contact with humans and their homes, businesses, etc.
Information includes biological facts about bear lives and habits, local towns’ complaint tallies (Shandaken has the second most), and practical methods people can utilize to avoid conflict. A slideshow was presented, along with his statements, to illustrate this information.
Although questions were able to be posed throughout the program, a  question and answer period followed with the large group of community attendees. Informational handouts were also available. 
B Waterman mentions that the CAC is looking for volunteers to join the BearWise task force.

BearWise.org is the website for more information, also on facebook and instagram.

Meeting ends at 7:39

