
  

 
1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 

4. Approval of previous T/B Meeting minutes 

5. Supervisor’s Financial Report 

6. Communications  

a. MARK Project – Peg Ellsworth 

b. MTC Cable Jacob Johnson – Community Wi-Fi 

7. Committee Reports:   

a. Ambulance 

b. Building/Zoning 

c. Police 

d. Phoenicia Water 

e. Pine Hill Water 

f. Museum 

g. Recreation 

8. Public Comments on  Resolutions 

9. Motions:  

10.  Resolutions: 

     65- Pay All Bills 

 66- Shandaken Septic 

 67- Summer Rec – Adv. Director & Asst. Director 

     68- Housing Smart Committee Members 

     69- Purchase Deer Lane Property 12.18-2-5  

      70- Amend Local Laws #2 Senior & #3 Disabled Citizens 

                          71- ESTABLISH  MT. TREMPER PARK COMMITTEE 

               11.  Open Public Comment 

    12.  Meeting Adjournment - IN MEMORY OF – Ed Ryder, Maureen Boland, Judith 

Shiner, Diane Kowalchyk, Cal Smith. 

 

Town of Shandaken Town Board  

Monthly Meeting Agenda 

Monday, May 1, 2023 – 7pm 



  

 
 

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
PEG ELLSWORTH – MARK Project spoke about Grant Opportunities for Rural 
Hamlets Revitalization projects. 
JACOB JOHNSON – MTC Cable Offering Community Wi-Fi. 1 yr. trial basis. They 
will install 3 Hot Spots – Genbrook Park, Pine Hill Community Center & Simpson 
Mini Park.  
 



  

Motion by Kneissl, seconded by Drake – carried. To send Letter to Onteora 
School board to keep the Phoenicia School open.  
 
Shandaken Historical museum – Report - April 2023 
With 54 visitors the museum is reaching more & more people. On social media 
group pages we continue to share history resulting in invitations to share on more 
group pages, I’m sharing around 7 posts a day, on various pages that are 
Shandaken based. We’ve also been invited to have a booth at the Phoenicia’s 
Farmer’s Market on Sundays. 
Many of our visitors were taking the Poetry Path through Pine Hill, the event went 
on through April with Pamela Martin as their guide, Thank You Pamela it’s always a 
pleasure working with you, Thanks also to Morton Memorial Library for having 
such a fun event. 
We enjoyed being the Business of the Month at the Ulster Savings Bank in 
Phoenicia and received positive feedback from many. 
We’ve also been working with local author Cesi Davidson she’s been researching 
the “Underground Railroad” and will be giving a talk on June 9th at the Catskill 
Center. 
We’ve shared property research via email with our metal detection group the 
“Nor’Easters” and liaison John Michelotti. Our event is the weekend of June 24th & 
25th. We could always use more historic property owners to participate in our 
event so please give us a call at 845-254-4460 or email us at 
shandakenmuseum@gmail.com  Thank you to the families that have signed up for 
our event, they are Elizabeth Kneissl, Karen Lee , Nick Alba, Chandra Valianti, Izaak 
Schweiger, the Cruickshank families & Karen Goertzel. 
Diane Galusha has been a visitor a few times she is researching D.F.Hasbrouck an 
artist born in Pine Hill, as well as Anton Otto Fischer another local artist and 
author. 
Donations include a few Crystal Spring Water Co. bottles, a family Bible and 
Stephen Lamarca wants to donate the cash register from Aley’s General store. 
We’re sharing history on the phone, in emails & snail mail, on Face book and 
Instagram and giving tours in the museum. We are keeping very busy. Much like 
Vinnie Sorbelinni I guess. He messaged me and said that I’d see him in April and 
here comes May. We still have our unfinished list from last year and now there are 
a few more repairs to add on. 
The museum is always looking for volunteers. There is only one person on staff 
here, with so much to do. Come on in ,learn history while you help in the 
preservation of history. 
                     Thank you to our Town Council for your continued support, 
                                Kathleen Myers\Director\Historian 
 

 

April 2023 Monthly Activity Report Building Department 

Donna LeMoine 

 

Building Permits  15 

Demolition Permits 1 

Building Inspections  16 

mailto:shandakenmuseum@gmail.com


  

Certificate of Occupancies 2 

Certificate of Compliance 14 

 

Fire Inspections: 7 

 

Building Dept. Fees: $5,294.20 

Zoning Fees  $525.00 

Planning Bd Fees  $475 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



  

 

 

RESOLUTION #65-23      OFFERED BY: VANBLARCUM 

 
RESOLUTION TO PAY ALL BILLS 

 

WHEREAS, The Department of Audit and Control require Town Boards to sign and inspect all 

vouchers coming into the town for payment, to number and total amounts from each fund.  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the following vouchers paid:  

 

General       $  152,606.90 

Highway            154,248.83  

Phoenicia Water          4,357.02 

Pine Hill Water                264.04 

Phoenicia Lights               783.45 

Chichester Lights             100.98 

Pine Hill Lights                  448.77 

Shandaken Septic                  00.00  

    ------------------ 

     $  312,809.99 

          

AND MOVES ITS ADOPTION 

Seconded by: KNEISSL 

       ROLL CALL 

      AYES  NAYS 

 

BOARD MEMBER  DRAKE            __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  KNEISSL  __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  STEEN   __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  VAN BLARCUM __X___    _____ 

 

SUPERVISOR  DISCLAFANI  ___X__                 _____ 

 

 

RESOLUTION #66-23      OFFERED BY: KNEISSL 
 

 

Septic Pumping Services for the Shandaken Septic Maintenance 
District 

 
 

WHEREAS The Town of Shandaken formed the Shandaken Septic Maintenance District 

and intends to maintain and improve said septic systems; and 

 

WHEREAS the Town of Shandaken Town Board accepts the bid on May 1, 2023, to Pump-out 

the fifty-three (53) septic systems during the summer of 2023; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Shandaken Town Board authorizes 

the Supervisor to execute an agreement/ contract and coordinate with Hunter Environment and 

CWC to provide said septic pumping services for the Shandaken Septic Maintenance District in 

2023 in an amount not to exceed $ 17,225.00. (53 pumpouts).  
 

AND MOVES ITS ADOPTION 

 

Seconded by: DISCLAFANI 

               

 



  

ROLL CALL 

      AYES  NAYS 

 

BOARD MEMBER  DRAKE            __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  KNEISSL  __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  STEEN   __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  VAN BLARCUM __X___    _____ 

 

SUPERVISOR  DISCLAFANI  ___X__                 _____ 

 

 

RESOLUTION #67-23          OFFERED BY: DISCLAFANI 

 

ADVERTISE FOR TOWN SUMMER CAMP DIRECTOR AND ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Shandaken operates a recreational summer day camp (Camp) for 

six weeks on ++3 Days a Week++ starting Wednesday July 5th  through Friday August 18th and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board; under § 20, Notes of Decision 9 of the Town Law, the Town 

Board shall appoint all employees of the Town; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town wishes to explore available options for a Director and Assistant 

Director for the Camp for the 2023 season; and 

 

 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Shandaken will advertise for the two 

positions immediately with interviews to be conducted before the end of the month and 

personnel to be hired at our next regularly scheduled Town Board meeting; and 

 

 Be It Further Resolved – The Town Board will advertise to hire Camp Counselors for 

the 2023 Summer Rec Season.  

 

AND MOVES ITS ADOPTION 

 

Seconded by: DRAKE 

               

       ROLL CALL 

      AYES  NAYS 

 

BOARD MEMBER  DRAKE            __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  KNEISSL  __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  STEEN   __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  VAN BLARCUM __X___    _____ 

 

SUPERVISOR  DISCLAFANI  ___X__                 _____ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



  

RESOLUTION #68-23      OFFERED BY:  DRAKE 

 

ESTABLISH SHANDAKEN HOUSING SMART COMMITTEE  

 

WHEREAS, under §20 of the Town Law, the Town Board shall designate all appointed 

officers and employees of the Town; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following personnel be appointed to the 

Shandaken HOUSING SMART COMMITTEE – At No Compensation. 

 

Sophie Grant, Phillip Mones, Gisi Vella, Rosalind Stengle, Sara Bayer.  

 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, Sophie Grant be ULSTER COUNTY HOUSING SMART 

COMMUNITIES  INITIATIVE Coordinator. 

 

 

AND MOVES ITS ADOPTION 

 

Seconded by: STEEN 

               

       ROLL CALL 

      AYES  NAYS 

 

BOARD MEMBER  DRAKE            __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  KNEISSL  __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  STEEN   __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  VAN BLARCUM __X___    _____ 

 

SUPERVISOR  DISCLAFANI  ___X__                 _____ 

 
 

 

RESOLUTION #69-23      OFFERED BY: STEEN 

 

     

PURCHASE .24 ACRE DEER LANE PROPERTY, OLIVEREA 12.18-2-5 FOR PLOW  

TURN-AROUND 

WHEREAS, Deer Lane is a dead-end road and the use of this property would be beneficial 

as a seasonal plow turn-around; 

WHEREAS, the transfer of ownership to the Town of Shandaken is in the interest of 

public safety; as the parcel is entirely within the FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area and the 

majority within the floodway, this proposed use would ensure the property remain 

predominantly undeveloped; 

WHEREAS, due to the town’s Flood Damage Prevention laws, development of the 

property is significantly restricted; 

WHEREAS, according to Office of the Ulster County Assessor the parcel is currently assessed 

for $500.00 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the town offers to purchase the parcel from Ulster             

County for $100.00 

 

AND MOVES ITS ADOPTION 



  

Seconded by: VANBLARCUM 

               

       ROLL CALL 

      AYES  NAYS 

 

BOARD MEMBER  DRAKE            __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  KNEISSL  __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  STEEN   __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  VAN BLARCUM __X___    _____ 

 

SUPERVISOR  DISCLAFANI  ___X__                 _____ 

 

 

RESOLUTION #70-23          OFFERED BY  VANBLARCUM 

 

Amend Local Laws #2 Senior & #3 Disabled Citizens 

 

Whereas, on February 22, 2023 The Shandaken Town Board passed Local Law #2 & 

Local Law #3 - to extend the income limit for tax exemptions for Senior & Disabled Citizens.  

 

Whereas, The Town Board would like to amend these two laws to change ownership the 

requirement from 24 months to 12 months. 

 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, the Shandaken Town Board hereby call for a public hearing to 

amend Local Law #2 & #3 of 2023, to be held on Monday June 5, 2023 at 6:45 before the next 

regularly scheduled Town Board Meeting. 

 

AND MOVES ITS ADOPTION 

 

Seconded by: KNEISSL 

               

       ROLL CALL 

      AYES  NAYS 

 

BOARD MEMBER  DRAKE            __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  KNEISSL  __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  STEEN   __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  VAN BLARCUM __X___    _____ 

 

SUPERVISOR  DISCLAFANI  __X___                _____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

RESOLUTION #71-2023       OFFERED BY KNEISSL 

 

ESTABLISH MT. TREMPER PARK COMMITTEE 

  

WHEREAS, The Town of Shandaken has plans to develop a  town park at  “Rock cut” 

(Former SBL: 25.3-1-3), and 

 

WHEREAS, Said parcel was acquired by the NYS DOT via eminent domain for flood 

mitigation purposes, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town wishes to form a Mt. Tremper Park Committee for the purpose of 

providing and action plan for the NYS DOT, and  

 

WHEREAS, the Town has received requests from the public and certain Boards for 

representation on this committee; and this board will work with NYSDOT to develop a park for 

use by public. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Shandaken Town Board hereby 

appoints the 

following residents to the Mt. Tremper Park Committee – Kevin VanBlarcum, Allen Vella, 

Mark Loete, Brooke Baxter-Bailey, Aaron Bennett, James Amenta, Tim Malloy. 

 

 

AND MOVES ITS ADOPTION 

 

Seconded by: STEEN 

               

       ROLL CALL 

      AYES  NAYS 

 

BOARD MEMBER  DRAKE            __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  KNEISSL  __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  STEEN   __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  VAN BLARCUM __X___    _____ 

 

SUPERVISOR  DISCLAFANI  ___X__                 _____ 

 

 

All business having been discussed. Town Bd. Adjourned at 8:18 on a Vanblarcum/Kneissl 

motion.  

 

Signed this 4th day of May, 2023 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Joyce Grant, Town Clerk 


